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Hereas it hath pleaſed God to call forth two worthy Citizens, by an uncommon 
Eleftion, to be Sherifis of London for the Year enſuing ; of which Honour rhey could 
have little reaſon, unleſs for the ſerving their Generation onely, to be deſirous : There 


are ſome Friends of Theirs, and of their Countrey, do think ft, upon conſultation , to make this 
Reſolution publick, concerning rhe Corporation Oarh,and the Renucociation of the Comenant,( which 


ro morrow, the 2. 8th of September,are to be adminiſtred) that no man may be effended by them ac 
| preſent, or offended in them tor the time to come ; Provided onely their own Conſciences, both,be 


hrit clear, according to this Paper following, in what they do. 


The Oath,we ſuppoſe,muſt be taken in the ſenſe or meaning 
of the major part of both Houſes that paſſed the FA&. The 
Law is the Hill of the Lawptver, and the Lawgiwer's Meaning 
is his Hf, The Majority of Parliament was the Lawguver, 
and we conceive theſe Sheriffs believe their meaning to be as 
followeth : Only we mult premiſe thus rauch, That we take not 
upon us ( a5 no man may ) to put a meaning upon the Oath 
of our own, Which we know mult be taken only m theirs that 
pallcd it, or to determine and ſay, This z the Meaning, but to 
fay, We believe this to be their Meaning ; which 1s necellary to 
every one that takes it, to determine for himſelf, that he- may 
act in Faith in what he docs. 

We muſt add, That when we ſay the Parliament 1s the Law- 
giver, we underſtand by the Parliament, the King, Lords and 
Commons; and conſequently, that the ſenſe of the Law, (and 
{0 of this Oath ) muſt be always that ſenſe wherein the Houſe 
of Lords did concur with the Houſe of Commons, and the King 
with both. If there be any ſenſe therefore of an Impoſmon 
which may be luppoſcd to be the meaning of the King, and not 
of the Houſes; or of one of the Houles, and nor the other ; or 
of a leſſer part of euhber Houle, and not the majority ol both, 
tat fenſe mull be HILL lookt on as too narrow. an« ought not to 
ſorupic the Conſcience, the truce ſenſe obliging the Subj, 


_ 


* TorhisRule there is a double 
Exrreme. Lhe one, is of thole 
who think a man muff take every 
Impoſrion in the ftrict }ireral 


. Conſtruction,and can fubmir to It 


no otherwile. The otker, is of 
tuch who ſuppolc that 1t a man 
can frame any interpretation of 
his own that 15s bur realonable, ke 
may take the words tn thar ſcenic 
and be farisfied. The one ot theſe 
is lo rig1d, that rhere is nothing 
can be impoſed , bur we ſhall 
{train at 1t;and the other lo looic, 
thar nothing can be 1mpolcd, bur 
we {ſhall iwallow it. The true 
Med:11 1s this, we muſt fr down 
and conhder Whar we bclicvc ro 
be rhe meaniag of the Lawgiver, 
and 1t we can fubinit to an JIinpos 
hnon m that ſenſe or mcanming 
which we bolieve 7vcrrss We mauit 
do it; bur if we believe therr 
lenſe ro be fnch, as Wwe cannot 
rake it in that ſerie, we mult for- 
bear it and luttcr. 


being thic COUN(UTYENET ſcnle of theFKmpy, lords anc (.011201071f, who 1% 1llembled jont ly CY (1105 ond 


of Tieyillation, not we without the other, but all chree together, 21 


wile | arc the [Laworoey. 


Neither this ſenſe to be colledted from the firll floating apprecl 
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4 matter in the Houſe, but from the digeſted thoughts of both Houſes, after a mature debate, and 
the thing hath thrice paſſed in them both, ſo that no ſenſe of any Impotition but that which 1; 


C 


_ agreeable to Reaſon, and more eſpecially to the fundamental Laws of the Conſtitution, muſt be re- 
ceived as the Meaning of a Parhament, the Reaſon being, becauſe the nature of the Conſfituticn 
is ſuch, as it cannot be infringed by an Act or Law for the Adminiſtration ; which is a Note to be 


aid in here, that by-aud-by will be needful. Thus much therefore farther, and no leſs being pre- 


nuſed, we proceed. 


By taking Arms, Let us then ſuppoſe the Sherifts believe the Parliament meant the raiſing an 


* The only objections here wich 
are of w<1ght,may be reduced to 
rwo Caſes. One 1s the Calc of 
Privze violence, as fuppole a 
Prince ſhould go to raviſh a Vir- 
in, and ſhe catches up rke next 
VWeinon or Inſtrument ro deiend 
berſclf. Inthis Cale, or the like, 
Wwe aniwcr,this Defcnce 1s nor ro 
be accoun-cd !4/ung Arms in the 
ſenſe of this Act. The orher 1s 
a Caic of P1'rch violence,as ſup- 
pole a Prince ihould go abour ro 
algae his Ringdom, or ruine 
1is Coauntrev, or the ike. We 
ar {wwer, WC are not for all rhar to 
Ferurn viclence upon his Perſon ; 
and 3s for his LN Tb: 
or Armics, the ſolution n:1ft be 
errend cd tm uthe next Claule of the 
O1rh 


Army, or War; and by the King, the King's own Sacred Per- 
ſon: And we can ſee no * Objection which may not be an- 
{wered from this Little,in the frſt Clauſe of the Oarh. 7 A.B. 
do ſwear, That I bold it unlawful to take Arms againſt the Kmg, 
( or His Rightful Government) upon any Pretence what- 


ſoever. 


It David's heart ſmote him for cutting off but SauPs Skirt, 
when he was actually in Arms to defend himſelf againft Sau!'s 
Forces, onely becauſe he was the Lord's Anointed. It 1s not in 
this firſt Clauſe, (any one may conjecture ) but in the enſuing, 
where the chief Scruples againſt the Oath are to be removed. 


In the ſecond Clauſe, By thoſe Commiſſionated by Him, theſe 
Gentlemen believe the Parliament meant, and could mean,no o- 
ther than ſuch as have a due Authority from Him,and exerciſe it 
onely according to Law: And fo long as the King's Authority 
and ſuch Commiſſions are one, ( or the ſame, ) wecan ſee no 
more difhculty remaining 1n the ſecond Clauſe, than in the for- 
mer : And I do abhor (that 1s, diſown or diſclaim ) that Tray- 


terors Poſition, of taking Arms by His Authority againſt His Perſon, or againſt any Commiſſioncted 


by Elim im the purſuit of ſuch Commiſſions : "That is, Legally Commiſſionated by Hum, in the Legal 


purſuit of ſuch Committions, 


It is not to be imagined that the Parliament, when they paſſed this Act, ( that is, the major 
part of them ) ſhould deſign the ſetting up an Arbitrary Government in the Nation + Bur if the 


meaning of buſe Commiſſionated by Him, be otherwiſe than thus, they mult deſign it. 


An Arbt- 


trary Power, as ſoon as they paſſed this Clauſe in any Act,muſt be accounted to Commence. A thing 
molt abſurd to be believed, and in the contrary beliet whereof, we thank God, that both theſe 


Sherifls can take the Oath. 


In the third Clauſe, we di{tinguith an Ezdeavor to change or reform any thing in Church or 
State, which we think conducive to the good of the Nation in a Parliamentary way onely, as is al- 
lowed by the fundamental Law and Courſe of the Realm, from an Endeavor in any other way 
' that is not warranted by the ſame, to wit, ina ſeditious way, or in ſuch a manner as they did in the 
/;-: Times, when they endeavored the Extirpation of Prelacy by force againit, and without the 


King's conſent in Parliament, ( w 


* Thar the meaning of the Parlia- 


ment in this Oath and Declara- 


tion Was, that we ſhould declare 
it co bc unleaWhal for ws ro do that 


no7, Which they did then (or as of 


{ate heth ren pratitfedy ro ule-the 
woras of rnc Mila Act, ) we 
3re out of daoubr; bur wherthec 
in the peculiar cale of thoſe rimes 
tiere was aiy thing mighr be 
lawful, or any way juſtthable ro 
be done r1en {when rhe Ring and 
HRunies (ttc One Corporation ) 
were divided. and he had paſſed 
an Act nor to -lifiolve them withe 
our their. conſent, Which 1s a caſe 
never Jike ro huypein any more, 
ana 10 1G AIngECT LO Put 11) Which 
10+ ts certainly unlawtul, 1s a 
qu-ſt1on we have nothiag ro do 
w1.ih, and 1nterpole nothing to of- 
fend any. | 


hich may be believed'to be the afſured fente of the majority in 


the Houſes, when they pailed this Act ) and fo long as to do ſo 
+ 9029, may be acknowledged (as affuredly ) to be unlawful, 
and what ought to be diſclaimed, the offence muſt be over in the 
laſt part of the Oath alſo : And that I will not endeavor any Al- 
teration of Government either in Church or State ;, to wit, in any 
manner not warranted by the Conſtitution of the Land, or any 
otherwiſe, than by Act. of Parliament. 

. We confirm this Expoſition with one clear Reaſon. The great 
thing intended by this Oath, is the preſervation of the Govern- 
ment in the fundamental Conſtitution againſt all Alteration. Bur 
the Conſtitution of our Government being ſuch in the founda- 
tion, that whatſoever 15 needful or convenient to be altered, it 
may be propoſed to that end in Parliament : to take away that 
liberty which 1s univerſally radicated in the whole Nation in or- 
der thereunto,were a piece of the greateſt Alteration that cguld 
be, and conſequently never to be underſtood as intended by the 
Lawpiver. 


As for the Solemn League and Covenant, it 13 an Oath theſe 


Sherifts never took ; ſo that they can ſafely ſay, there lies no 


obligation upon them at all from it ; And as for others that did, we humbly conceive that being 


taken 
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taken in its Complex Conſideration, as 1t was prefied and uſed at that time, for the engagement of 
People to the extirpation of . the Biſhops, and change of Church-Government witout the Rng, 
againſt His Confent, and Publick Declarations, and by Force, it muſt needs be Us/.7-/:,and could 
not bind any body zo do {5 : and conſequently we truſt, that theſe Gentlemen fÞ21! not oftend 
God, or any good Men, if they farther fubſcribe this Declaration which is alſo impoſed. TI A.B. 
do declare, That I hold there lies no Obligation on me, or on any other Per/on, from the Oath commun- 
ly called, The Solemn League and Covenant, ts endeavor any Change or *lteration of Government 
either in Church or State ; And that the ſame was m itſelf an wawfu! Oath, and mipoſed on the 
Subjects of this Realm, againſt the known Laws and Liberties of the Kins dum. 


By ſogne of which laſt words it appears,that this Oath was framed for the $ubjec's of the Realy:, 
( we ſay, that this Oath was, in the meaning of the Impoſers of this Declaration, rhe Subjed7; 
Oath, and conſequently by the words, or any other Perſon, they muſt mean, 0r any they Subject = 


/ 


which appears alſo manitcſtly in the Preamble of that League, Ie, ſuch and ſuch der the King. 
"There 1s one part of it moreover expreſs for the preſervation of the Ring ; we do ſuppole there- 
fore, that though an Oath to the ſame main effect, or one like it, was impoſed on this King by tlic 
Scots, that Oath muſt be conceived another than this, and not the very fame,being not lo in every 
point, but an Oath indeed ( as they call'd it ) to confirm the Covenant, when He offer'd this very 
Exception againlt taking the Covenant itſelf, becauſe it was an Oath for the S:1bjets onely. And 
this being enough to ſave the Conſcience in one chief Scruple, ( and chieteſt one, ) we will gather 
up again what 18 ſaid before into one Argument ( which we hx upon ) tor a tuller fatisja£tion in / 
regard to all others. "To own the King and his Authority in the ſame Oath, and yet to ſwear to " 
change the Government 2yzbout His Will and againſt it, is ( we think ) zn itſelf uniawjul. Such \ 
an Oath was the Covenant ; and, 24s unlawful, it muſt be unobligatory. | 

And what indeed ſhall now hinder theſe Sherifts ro ſubſcribe, 'That there hes no obligation up- 
on them, or others, from the Covenant, to endeavor any Alteration of Government 1n that ſenſe as 
they ſwear before that they will wor endeavor any, mn the third Clauſe of the Oath preceding ? For 
ſo long as the meaning of the Lawgiver is no other than That which is made to appear there,upon 
the account given, and the Endeavor which 1s here, and which 1s there, is the ſame our of doubt, 
we do not ſee but the Reaſon which does ſatishe any Man upon the Point about taking the Oath, 


muſt be tuthcient for the Declaration alſo. | 
In the Sacred Story culiceuwmuy Rahab and ue Spres, It apf-cats that no body can be engaged 
any farther by an Oath, than what he agrees or conſents to in the taking it. Where he declares 
before-hand he will not be bound, he is free. We cannot tell how much larger, or how much 
narrower a compaſs others may draw to themlelves from that Infance,than we; but this we will fay, 
That upon the ſuppoſal of either of theſe Sheriffs king a Declaration for himſelf (if this Pa- 
per will not ſerve ) when he takes the Oath, and ſubſcribes the Declaration enj>ined,thart he docs 
it in this Meaning, which we have all along expreſſed, ftippoſing i true, (and with theſe explana- 
tory limitations to. the earring, if indeed 3n any thing it be otheri7ife, ) we do apprehend that his 
Conſcience may receive ſatisfaction thereby in its compliance with the 7,w in thele I:10/ttions, 
which he cannot refuſe, without the refuſal alſo of his Duty; efpeciaity when it is {5 much expetted 
from him by his Fr:ezds, and unto which he has ſo loud a Call by the Cy. =” 
After this, there is an Act of Pariament, intitule&, 42 AG& for preſerving His Majeſty, (An. 1 2: 
Car. 2. Repzs c. I.) wherein this Covenant 1s deciareu peremprorily to be unlawfu! and xul!, thar 
does give one of theſe Sheriffs a peculiar ſatisfaction. We argue from thence thus for him: As 
-we fhnd in the Law of Moſes, when a Wite or a Daughter made a Vow, if the Huſ- 

band or the Father difallowed it , that Vow was ® reſcind- 

ed. So does he apprehend the very ſame Reaſon to be herein * We lay down thisRule here,thar 


.regard to this League or Covenant : For the ſubject being if 2n'7 man miKes aVow to God, 
1h ho ber hammer er. oO which he cannot pertorm with- 
( quoad hoc ) not ſu; juris, bu P & ENCE TrINce, yur the conſent of another, who 


and much more under the moſt ſupreme and abſolute Authority js his Supertor, ( and much more 
ot Parliament,and the late King declaring {ul againſt this Oath it through kim ic muſt be done, ) 
at the very time, and a Parliament,{ance the return of this King, hy "ng o Hog FIRES - 
as ſoon as it could be done, having palled an Act on purpoſe for Ha Sar: 6 wo by Bras 
diſannulling the fame, he ſees no difterence between the Caſes, equity - of this Law given by bs 
bur that the obligation of rluis League, as well as of thoſe Yows, Meſ-s, does as we ſuppole) 
muſt give place to fuch Authority over-ruling it: And more ef- diffolve rhe Obligation , rhough 


, ; [fe 1 
pecally ( we muſt add) becauſe the Alteration of Govern- _ EO ky bes Doh 


ment ( the ſole matter in concern ) does belong to the cognt= oncly. 
zance of the Higher Powers, ( we mean a Parliament ) and is 
not the buſineſs of any private perſon, unleſs in order to procuring their Conſent and Eſtabliſh- 
ment. 
- IEF this reaſoning now which does fatishe him, be unſatisfaftory to another perſon, Jet us bur 
warn ſuch a man that he does nothing after his Example, unleſs he be fatish'd with his , or our 
Reaſons, 


PO Ce _— —— 


. 
«© S 
= IL 
. 


kk kb . I tgp” . % 
—_— ys De 


—_ u_ a: 


_—_ — 


(4) 
Reaſons, and we care not. It our Arguments ſatisfie any man, and he follows theſe Sherifis, we edifie 
him ; if they do nor, and he follows his own judgment, we do him »o burt. It is a man's own : 
Conſcience is the Difcerner to him of his Duty, and he 1s not to regard another Mans, any tarther 
than to avoid Active SCandal. 

\Ve uo not mean it, as if every man therefore ſhould lean onely to his on imderſtanding , but 
rather take advice, and that which is the moſt ſeriozrs and proper he can get. For our parts, we 
have no more to ofter,or to ſay, but that we are particularly beholding for this which 1s ſaid, to a 
late Book, intituled, 4 Peaceable Reſolution of Conſcience ti uching our preſent Impoſitions. In which 
Book the Readers ( that pleaſe ) will hnd the Rule by which we are to walk under fuch Injun- 
Ctions of our Superiors 2s thete, to be ſuch, or lo ſct out, as that according to the perſuaſion of a 
man's mind about the fame, both he that Confurms to them, and he that Cannet,may ſce reaſon to 
retain fair opinion of one another, and to hope that neither of them depart from a good Con- 
{czence in what thy do. | 

This is the Moderation we delire our ſelves, and theſe Sherifts to folrow,In our Loyalty ro our 
Sovereign,[n our Love to our Countrey, and In our Religion to God. 


The Reaſons for Printing this Paper are theſe. 


:. Torake the Oath, and ſubſcribe the Declaration in the literal ſtrict Conſtrudtion, appears, 
in our judgment, unlawtul ; and conſequently, unleſs by ſome means or other the ſenſe be made 
publick ir. wh ch a man does take them, ( and that ſenſe alſo be jultihed, or ar leaft be juſtifiable) 
he mult corbear. 

2. The Declarat:-n 18 againſt the Conſciences of the Nonconformiſts in general, infomuch as 
ſome men who took the Oarh, cannot ſubſcribe the Declaration; and for theſe Sherifts therefore to 
. do it nuw, and not declare their Reaſons of SatisfaCtion, were to fin againſt the Brethren if they 
_ own them, or to diſclaim them. 


3. B, iowg this, They ſhall give occaſion to others to follow their example, and if they pre- 
ſent them not their Grounds or Realons, "Thoſe that follow thall do it without the fame Reaſons, 


and through their knowiedge ſhall 1uch periſh, But when ye ſin ſo againſt the Brethren, aud wound 
their weak Coniciences, ye ſin againſt ChrisF. 

4. The Epiſcopal Party are generally apt to think the Nonconformiſts to be Hypocrites and 
Enaves, and fay, Theſe men retuſe theſe Injunctions out of humor, or tor their profit, but they will 
ſwallow them as well as we for Honour, or for Advantage, witneſs this Aion of theſe Sheriffs : 
If theſe two confiderate Men ſhould not therefore give us ſome rational Account of what they 
do, ( or ſoune others for them, ) they muſt not only wrong themſelves,but rhe whole generation 
$4 | of ſuch Men, and cauſe the Name of God ( 1n regard to them ) to be blaſphemed. 

Fo wes o 5. As Providence harh called theſe Perſons to the Office, fo hath it opened the door for them 

PT 2 ro hold the ſame, upon the ſatisfaction which is couched in this Paper ; and if it be of great ' 
Concern at this time that ſuch Men do hold Sheriffs, who are willing ro deny their own Advan- 
tage, { not ſeek it ) for the ſake of the Publick : It is yer of greater concern that by the pub- 
liſhing their ſatisfaction, ( with the grounds of it ) Many in diſtreſs about the Oxford AR, may 
be re!1eved, and a way opened for Many of the like ſubſtantial Citizens of known Piety, Loyalty 
and Ability, to be brought into Corporations, throughout the Nation, to the great ſervice of the 


King and Kingd om, 
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